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L. FEm BSGIMNIZIC OF THE WAR

. e outbrenk of the war was oo uncxpooted o the entire country both in ito
forms and itn tempos, that the Azmy Comaend and tha looal party eand Boviet
siuthorities were throwan into utter confuslon end had no time to seriouwaly plan
wad organise the peuple for the coming etruggle bahind the oneny linos. The
ponic was go graat dhet all ithe local lendsrs thought only of eswuping before
e Gormans came. Oaly im a mnall numbor of ¢Antwicte Aid the Distriot Committess
of the party, moting on their own inliiative, leave behind aortain party momders

ar work An the rear of the onemy. Theeo party memdorg loter established contacte

A lth enoh other, and drawing & part of the papu‘kat‘.on into the work, orgesnised
tighting wnits.

2. fmilarly, a wumber of the local offices of the HEYD®) had not had $ime %o leave
thelr ngents bebind., However, oven agonte who romalned behind did net play any
aotive role, dut lived quiotly tShrowgh the oowmpation, confining themeolves to
compiling blackliats of al) pursono wbo bad in any measure coepersted with the 1
Gormans.  Rub cometimes theso sgants alded peoplo vhe arrived from the other alde e
of the fromt and holped them to contaot "rellablo patziote. *

a*

3. U tho vhale, tho appesvencs in the onamy'e roar of numerons atmed poasant groups
‘aring tho earty months of the war waz a purely spontameows phonomenon. Nany of
“hese growps, woreaver, wore little mere than stmple bandit gungs. Dasleally,
the groups coneisted of yowng pemcante, seldiers who escapnd dnto the foreas
efier thoir wnlts wore anrrouwnded, and also of pecplo whe sav ed vpportunitr for
ieoting and enrichmont in the provalling chaoz. Ooly unite wvhich wore jedr:” by
ihe lecal intslloctuals, vuch po school teachers and agrouchinte. engagod Lu
nirugglo sgalnet tho enemy by means of divoreionary actae, sabotego and toxzoricm.
Yhey obtained arng from the rotronting army, Wt thees ame were vory primittive
and vgefod only for ewall-acalo altecks on houwses vhere the Gormane engagod im
drinking bouts, on eusll storshousvz and on German soldders who hed mocidentally
streyod from their unite. ALl these aote wexe conducted by the guerrillas
on their own, without any leaderrhip and without cecrdination between the

*) ‘The presont Mimislsy of the Intarior waa Xnown as she FEVD up to Harch, 1946,

Both dosigoations are usod in this reporte ) “‘l
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various dotachments. There wore sven cases when the detachments, meobing
in the forests, open fire upon cach other, suspecting a trap on the part
of the Gerrmann,

Deepite the nolsy propaganda in the pross, the government did not regard
theae patriots in the onemy's roar ao & sorious force, especially since

it hed no contact with them and therefore could not direct their activi-
tieo, However, this spontancous resistence movement convinced the govera-
ment that there wero people on the other side of the fighting lines who
might be of considerable value in the fight against the Gernmans and whe
might help in diversionary activity and in destroying ememy communications
if they wure contacted and directed through trusted egents. By this time
the command decided to send a large number of loyal persons es diversionists
for the demolition of those bridgea eand strategic points which the retruat-
ing ermy hod not hed time tc blow up and which were now proving of greas
value to the Germane os mesne of communication with their distant bases.

It was aloo decided to use the detachments active in the rear to help these
diversioniste in their work,

I g JQIL OF SCHOOLS FOR DIVVRSIOISTS AND .

Toword the end of July und in Avgust, 1941, a cell for volunteers went out
to the Comsomol youth in the war factories and aschools. The voluntecrs

wore o bo pant to districts under Gorman occupation for dynemiting and
terrorist work. Party and Comsomol coells were instructed to leunch &n in-
tersivs propaganda campalgn and arouse patriotism in order to attract the
largest possible number of voluntsers. And their numbsr was great indeed.
In the Dzershinsky district alone (there ars 22 such districts in Moscow)
1100 volunteera registored in response to the call, and the total for Moscow
excooded 10 thousand., All the voluntears were membors of the party and the
Comsomol, botwaen the ages of 18 and 28, with at least 7 yoars of elementary
school oducation. They regarded this dengerous work as something intorcoting
and romantic, and many were aleo prompted by proference for diversionist work
to service at the front, to which they were subject in any case in viev of
thelr age and which sesmed to them smech more dangercus. :

All the registrante were carcfully scroensd by orgens of the NKVD, which
questionad each applicant about his entira family, his pcronte' ocoupetilons
bofore the revolution, the possible existence of relatives sbroad, and so
forth. The anawers were then checked with the files of the NKVD, and only
one tenth of the reglstrants was accepted for sccret assignnents, vwhile the
rest woro told to aweit the second ecall,

The author of the present report knownm of only tro schools ‘n exdistence at
ihat time in jioocows & sehool for scouts, and a school for diverslonista,
Both were under the jurisdiction of NKVD departments and wors under martial
law. These achools were located in the "Dynamo” Stadlym, on the Lomingrad
highway, in the Petrovsk Park, vhich belonga to the Kinletry of the Interier
and which was closed to public sports from the first days of the war. There
the volunteers, selected according to their political reliability, were sudb-
Jocted to thorough medical axamination. The physigal requironents were very
highj in addition to native phyelcal endowments, they included athletic train-
ing, ondurance and tenecity. Theso requirements wore anawered most closely by
profossionsl ethletes, as well ae tho studsnts of special, sport instiintes and
tochnloal schools. Consequantly, the athleteo comprized 25-28% of the total
number of persons mselected for training at the mchools,

Applicants who passed the modical testa wero given mdlitary uniforms awd as-
signed to dormitorlas end achool suditoriums set up for thom on the stadium
grounds. They wero divided intoc sections end platoons, derignated co com-
munications sections, ecout platoons, dymemiting companies, and so foridh,
according to their tesks. The 300«hour training program (30 school days of
ten hours each) were devoted to the following studies: o) topography ane
oriontation by the compass and natursl tokens; b) redio commnication; c)
explosives and their usee in divereion; 4) nilitary intelligence and osplomags,
and the system of their organisation in the rear; o) weaponu and their use;

£) cryptography and codes; g) signelling by bird~songs; n) curront cvents and
the political character of the resr. Theme subjeots vere taught by profeasors
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Lynkov's detoohment wao transported by plones vith a total carrying capaoity
of 20 tons,

11T, LANDING (HE RETACHMENTS AND THE TASES
CONFRONCING THEM

14> The most suitable points for partlsan activity are forosted areas where it 1s
both easy to hide and to set up entire living camps, The landings were there-
fore made in such areas, including the Bryansk forests, tho Bakimach district,
Sumy, Zhitomir, Shepetovka, In addition, these pointe were situated near
strategic conmundcation lines and important railroad Junctions through which
passed a large part of the Gorman troop and ammunition transports, Abont 50%
of all the diversionists wore dropped in tho area of the Bryansk foreasts, from
where thoy oubsequently made their way to their assigned peinte,

2357 ca-
-3~

of the regular military schools of the Hindstry of the interdor and cartain
spocinliste from the Military Acedemlon. Since in selzoting the students
profereace was given to persons with high~school or college education, the
program conelsted of brief courses in theory and oubsequont emphasis on
preotice.

9. FEvery momning all students wore put through intensive physical training: run-
ning, jusping, grenade-throwing » overcoming cbatacles and weight-11fting, Those
ware followed by breakfast. Then four hours of uninterrupted theoretical
studles, After lunch the engeged in tical studies in orientatd
3nd topography, camouflage, organization of diversions and other subjects.
Por this they took trips to the country, where there were natural objectives,
and learnt their subjects by practice under the guidance of the instructors,
On their return, they vore again assembled 1u the auditorium, whero they wore
given lectures in current ovents, taught how to salect the people thoy could
depond on behind the German lines and how to Judge the dogres of their trust-
vorthiness. In the evenings they studied radio,

15, What woro the assignnento et beforo theso detachmante? Their first tagk was
to £1nd in theso aress the peaople who had been left behind by the communint
organizatione for underground work, to csteblish liaison with thea, and with
their ald to find loyal patriots willing to leunch a etruggle against the Ger-
Ban occupants. Where no people had boen left by the organisatien, the detach~
meat commanders woro advised to contact the chairmen of the kolkhosos or village
soviets, village commnists, t , young ate from Soviet
inotitutes, and kolkhoz cctivists. However, they wore to confine their contacts
only to party members, Thore wore many such party mombers left in the villages,
and tho Germane did not molest them up to the day of their retroat, It is truo
that many commnists began to ardently collaborate with the Gormans, sowe to
aave thoir skine, others for politioal considerationa; the new arrivals there-
fore had to be careful in approaching oven these people, and to reveal them-
solvee only after carefully checking their trustworthinoss. The chcoked snd se-
looted people wore to be added to the detachment and also utilized for sspionago
and intelligence. As opien At vas recommended to use young girle who studied 1n
the ten-yoar schoels or worked in the dintrict govornment bureaus. Only members
of the fomsonol were to be uned in thin vork. Their task was to maintain friend-
ships 'with Ruseians vho went into Gorman service and with Germane themsalvos,
from whom they were to obtain informatien as to the.plens of tho local garrison
unite; they were also charged with watching the roads over which passed the Gere
380 mobile units, to etrike up friondships with German soldlers billoted nearby
and obtain all avallable information from them.

10. Thirty deye proved inmufficlent for the entire progran, and the tern wam ex-
tended by anothor 12 days. After they mastered their subjects, tho students
were given & short courso in parachuto Jumping and wero dropped two or three
times from the truining planes. The final oxnminations were held before high-
ranking mombere of the ilinlatry of the Interior, and the graduation ceremony
was attonded by the 2nd Secretary of the Lioscow Party Organigatdon, Popov, mho
delivered a long apesch which was meant to inspire the future diversionists to
self~gaorificing work for party and peoplo..,

11, The next stop vas the formatdon of d The ] 4 to
lead them were communists of long party experience and irraproachable past,
vho had dietinguiched themselves iu their vork by initiative, coursge, and
loyalty to the party. Inasmuch as the basic taske of those dotachments con-
#lsted of diversion and reconnalssance, it wac preferred that the commander
be & porson with technical training or a specialist in nilitary-esplonsge re-
connalspance, according to the aims with which the detachuents were being sent
to the rear. As a rule, they vers also volunteers who roqueated the Coentral
Comittes of the Party in Hoscow to asoign them to this type of service. After
& careful checking of their records by the NK™D, the entirc materiel on them
vas sent to tho Central Committee of the Party, which finally approved each
detachment coumander and assigned hin to a district of operations, The politi~
cal commissare for the detachments were chosen from among party and Soviet
leadorn who had managed to escape from the districte they directed before tho
occupation and who were thoroughly familiar with the terrain of the area where
thoe detacinent wae being sent and with the local people with whom they would
bave to deal. In addition to these, the ponta of commissar were given to party

16, After the detachwmont augmented its ranke from among the local population and
created a network of spies and scouts, it vas ready to start action. But the
rirst req was tho maj of liaigon vith tho front and with the
ceator of diversionist work in Moecow, which was later transformed into the
Staff of the partisan movement, The inatructions wers that the center was to
bo informed of all actions, all successes and failures cf the detachment end all

f tho i plans, and that ne action ws to be undertsken nithout previcue ol from
vorkers o t o °’°°_"‘°f§‘:“1§:§t‘:“:}5“1’$§‘:: :23 3;‘20‘;:;:; :;::::e::: :s :; ’ the center, ioreover, oll data obtained by the agents concorning troop movements
unblendshed past. Tho dotachment commandor and tho comztensy sesectes ‘their and arasont were to bo imnediately relayed to the Btaff of the front seator
people in tho school, having come to know them during the month and a half of where 1% took place.

e - 1
:::::n sudy and choosing those vho, they folt, satisficd the all-round require- 17. Uoscow generally noeded information on what was taking place behind the enemy
) lines, for without auch knowledge 1t was c1fficult to make any strategic plans.
12, The dotachuents consinted of 40 to 80 people; thoso ware divided fnto a commuie The comsndors were also ordored to ropo 1 out o 2%}{1“5:::,@3%
cations soction, a scout squad, a mine-layers' and dynanitors' squad, a sharp- sctive in the rear, so that the center might be al 01 are 1y peopie
hootora' squad, end a quartermaster, The command conslsted of 3 cr 4 persons; spote on its mapn, Such blank spots abounded up to 1343, an qultmchyAP e
tho comandor, the commissax, and the chief of steff, Thus, for instance, the sont from tho centor to theso areas found whole armed detachments whi , .,:uy o
detachaent under the engincor Lynkov, who becane known arong tho partisans as Yook for groups of German provocateurs and from which they fled. For instance,
"Batya" ("Daddy") and later bacame famous throughout Rusnla and was awarded the tho diversionist Zabelov, aont to the Dakhmach district in 1942, wae told that
Order of Hero of the Soviet Union, consisted of 54 persons; 16 radio men, 2 he would find there only armed nn:mm. ;nd no frl-:g:; cmoal:tg; r::::m par-
nurses-radio operators, 5 scouts, 12 apscialiste-d: ters, 1 quar Y t4san were ing there, fr .
. nd the rost ~ privetes. Of th 3 12 3¢ t]
i :ax- mombe: of s;oruunr(gnniz-_-.*.;e:x:to:r;tuda:‘::aogr:p::ﬁa:zlha:l:}az;;c:n:r::;- 18, The objectives of divarsionist activity included nuroed hrédge:, sfation‘s,
of this dtachuent formd a mection or equad, uhich vae led by a groupscommander Junotdons, trai'flc bridges cver rivers, arms and nmwidviozo egous. »:‘:fp n::—
i subject to the detachment commander, ' racks, officors' cluba, motlon picture theatres, single automobiles, et:.
antions endangering the 11fe of the dynamiter himself, 1t was recommended that
i 12, Practloally all the detachments were traneported to the Gorman rear in September a local person be used, so that the grovp sent from the conter might be prenerved
and the beginning of Octsbor, 1941, They woro transported by the Divisier of intact,
long-ranga bombers 1B-3, which were also loaded with explosives, arms, radio- 1
apparatus, instruments, smmunitlon, canned foods, medicel supplies, otc,
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Besides military strategle tasks, thore were aleo political ones. It was nocesa~

© ary ta instil g the population faith that tho Red Army would soom return to thome

20,

22,

2
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oreas, thet the Soviet Government was atall strong and capable of witming the war,
Those who bod lost this fwith and entered into collaboration with the enexy wore
to bs ruthlossly punished, preferably henged in the villagee as an canple to
others who hed not yet gone into German servico. '

The final paragraph of the instructions stated that it mas uposeibls to foresee
all capditions under vhich the detachments would bave to wark; that new, unex~
paoted objectives might be discovored on the spot, and that such situations
called for initiative, courage, decision end roadiness to sacrifioce all for the
fatherland, Incidentally, in order to make sure of such loyalty and sserificial
soal, each dedachment was assigned 3 or 4 agsnte who remained unknown even to the
sazgander; these azents wors instrusted to quietly aliminate all who deviated
from the required stapdards, '

Pluelly, the diversioniste were landed. And hore suddanly everything proved un~
expocted and fraught with difficulty, For moat of the detachments wore drepped
¥ithin a radius of 150+200 kilometers from thoir objectives. Thome who were to
bo dropped over Bakhmaoch found themselves near Bryansk.., She landing operations
Wore conduoted at night, when the pilots could mot correct tholr course by the
ley of the land but had to make their couputations blindly, by their instruments.,
As a result of the pilot's orror by 2 degreas, the detechment commandor Lynkov
found himself 100 im, from his objestive, utterly alone; it took hin six menths
to assamble o part of his dotashment and sot to work, '

In additdon to this initial difficulty, the entire ocoupied territory proved full
of surprises. Thers was probably no other couantry under German ogoupation whioh
had such cheos, treason, collaboration mith the enemy, so many different trends
and groupings @s existed in Russia and especlally in the Ukraine, There wers the
followere of Benderov and of Vlaesov, natlonalists, Ulrainian toparatists, cossack
patrists, plain bandits, and so on, It would requirs a geparate report to analyse
81l tho movements and ¢trende among the Russion population 4n occupied mak Yduring
tho war yoars in order to seo how absurd are the ansortione of tha Soviet legders
thet the comntry 4s a ponelithic wnion of all mationalities. Ap a result of the

over 35% of the population of the other republics vhich had besn under occupetion
had been d;gort.d t0 Siborla, and mumborless traltors have beoa shot in mass exe=
entlons. The present author, who woved wostward with the army, saw with his own
8yes the punishment moted out to the Ukrainisn population by N(VD troops. MNKVD
wits follemed the edvancing front and, breaiing into each populated point, hanged
tho leaders and carrled out mass arrests of all who were in any measure involved
in collaborationist actirity, In the winter of 1944~1945 the jails of the Ukraine
ware bursting with Prisonors, who had %o bo ment to Siberia on foot, without shoes,
8oaded by the conptant blows of rifle~butts,

it e bocessary fo montdon these factz in order to meke clear the actual situa.
tlon 1n vhich the diversionists found themsslves upon being dropped from the
lanes. Wandering 1a the forest in search of his comrades, division couwmander
Lynkov had. ssveral times otunbled upon forest partisans who took him either for
3 German provocateur or for an agent of the NKVD., Onco he met two members of a
detachaent of "okrushentzi” (soldiers of arpies which had boen surrounded by
German troops and bad acattersd in the forest to eccape capture). Learning that
they were former Red Axuy soldiera, he was overjoyed and asked their holp in
cartying out his misslon, But the soldiers nearly killed him when they hsard
that he had just arrived from liodcow, declaring that they ocoupled thomselves
vith brigendege and had no intention to defend the bankrupt govermment, =

in tho samo forest there was another detachaent, vwhose aimn were closer to those
of Lynkov, ihen he met them, they did mot beldove that he had been sent by Hoscaw,
which, in their opinion, bad no tims Just them to think of such diotant plaeses in
the rears To teost his Jdentity, they asked hinm what vas Stelin's birthplece. He
named a city in tho Caucasus, but ons of the soldiers doclared that Staiin wos born
in. Gorky, noar Moscuw.  Again he was about to bo shot, bLut ves sble to escape once
more. And only vhen ho began a search in the villagos for former activists from.
the party colls, did ho f£ind people vho bolieved his doouments snd oatha, Theso
poople helped him to £ind his comredos, and Lynkov began to carry out his diver~ .
#lonary activitien, He chome villages situated 4n a romote Area adjoining the e
foroat, where no Germang had an yot net fool, anncwmesd the mobilimation of all b
ae of nilitary age, divided them into sestions and equads, and declared that » ,
henceforth they would be regarded ag partisen=piliatismen celled up to £ight the : 3
Gormans, Soon aftermards, vhen the detachment increased to 200 nen, they set to
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work. They attacked the distriet ceater, blew up small bridges, broke into
stadions and dynamited entire ammmition trains, attdcked village polico ata-
tions and killoed the polics "traitors” (during tho occupation all police undts
conpisted of Russians).

Moat of the detachments undorwent cimilar oxporicnces, cnd they were sll ore
gonized in the rear in the same manner, Hany of the groups, falling to ssseme
ble their own members, joined other detachments. The largest partisan units,
under Kovpak, who was twice decorated with the Order of Hero of the Soviet
Unfon and later raised to the rank of Major Gemeral, abporbed the greatest num-
ber of such groups. Kovpek himself, who hed organized his detachment on bis
owm initiative during the very first months of tho war, evinced great abilfties
1n orgenization and leadership of men and shoved himeelf to be & cumning snad
courageous guerrilla, His fame soon reached Moscow, which began to esnd him
wAny people trained in special echeols, am well as ammunition and other suppilos
tesded in his work.

These large detachments wers soon glven more important assignmante. In 1942
Stalin Migself received some commanders of partisan detachments and set them
varlous tacks. Kovpak was ordercd to mako a rald on the right benk of the
Dnieper and there try to disorganize the whole Germsn rear. Others were iaw
structed to ramain near the front and directly aid the f£ighting Red Army by
means of diversions hsapsring the transport of szmunition and men for the Ger-
man Arny, However, this took place in 1942, when the partisen movements wan
brought under tho jurlsdfotion of a specisl central staff which directed all
the schools and the men bohind the Germen lines. But more of this laler,

The NXVWD retained its own spy system and ite own diversionists, who formed no de-
tachments, but acted with especial secracy and by thomselves, reporting only te
Hoscow, It also retained jurisdiction over tho serdes of acheols which traimed
these diversicnists, One of these schools, which 1s of specisl interest, was the
achool for women scouts,

IV,  DOMER gqoUTS,

In the winter of 1942 tho author took part in transporting by sir a l:zge group
of young women, who were being sent to the enexy's rear for espionage and intelll-
@once work., A largs shipment of automatic parachutes arrived at the airfisld
vhors our unit me stationod, and soon afterwarde the yirls arrived by train.
After one or two training jumps from low heights, they were teken to the German
rear.  They were divided into emall groupe of § or 6, under the leadarship of
cxperdenced NKVD workers. From talke with these giris we learnt that they twere
recruited in July or Avgust, 1941, from schoole end war factorles., They wers all
mephers of the Comsomol, came from working-cless families, and distinguished them-
galves by their discipline and loyalty to the Soviet Government, All those se-
lected had excellent recommendations from their party or Comsomol cells, snd ware:
admitied o the sohwol for sceute ufvor careiui screening by ihe NAWD and the medi-
cal comamiesion. There were several such schools in Loscow, and they wero housed

~in the bulldings of the regular high-schools, a number of which were ¢losed to

. -thelr former siudents and placed at the disposal of the Var Finistry and the NRVD.

30,

.“In the conversation, the girls mentioned the 73rd and the 14lst Schoole in Lioscow,
29,

&n the ;rwmmauanco schools tho girls ware pd.t through & B-montﬁl' coursm ef

-study; ‘the curriowlum included German, radio and communicstion, codes, wespous,

(revolvar and grerade) snd their use, military documents and thodr significance,
current events and athlstic exercisss. They were taught by profedsors frdm the
Apeolal NKVD schools and somé speclaliste in radio~commmication from the flitery
Madomy and the Intelligence Division of the General Staff, .

On graduating, all studonts gave thedr solenn oath and signature to reveal mothing

of nhat, they had been taught at tho echool and to faithfully perform all taske set

before them. To further guarantee their loyslty, hostagss remained 4n HogeoW 4n

the persons of their parsnte snd rolatives. These scouts were dropped over the

districte of Rehev, Velikiye Luki, Smolensk, Kwrsk, Belgorod, Kharkov, ate. They

were to work in the Gormen officers' clubs and restaursnts, and some of them wers

to enter the Geiman brothels; the latter wers distinguished by besuty and gay tem- [

peranments. They ehowsd 1ittle galety, howevsr, aftsr they were landed, and |;| 258
o A

the author learnt that moro than half

thes were cought by the Germans and perished. Some of them lost their courage and
ware oliminated (shot) by their own agenta, and only 25305 managed to eatablish
contacte with Germane and cbtein sons Ainformation. An o rle, they hsiome the
mﬁ.atzrouga of o:xm;:guntn, reax offigors, club manegora, efic., and mcted through
them, Of the.m L dropped by oux' plane only Wm ~

AT
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the fall, one wae captured by the Germans s ono was shot by the reprasentative of
the NKVD (she hed been raped by tho Germane, became Ansane and began {0 “talk®);
ons wags killed by tho Cormans during the rotreat, then tho head of the group was
caught, and ooly ons lived to return,

31. Owe of the girlp from the same achonl, nickntned "Halina", killed tho commmndant
oter the entire Byslorussia; she cut off his hoad and brought 1t in a sack $o the -
partisans. To avenge this ast, the Germans shot 15,000 inliebitants of the oity
of iinsk, and therafors "Balina" recoived no rewards or homers for a long time.
Aftorwards the Cormans raised a moisy campalgn concerning the Sovlet policy of

:::di.gg young girls as eplee into Brothels, and the policy ms apparently ¢iscon-
ned,

R, In the beginning of 1942, the gaps in the map of the Gerzan rear rapidly began to
£111 up. The parachutists sent to these arese redioed the results of their ro-
oonnaissance which indicated that approximately 1200 guorrilla detachments wers
active behind tho encmy 1ines (thls figure is taken from tha remlniscences of ona
of tho scouts), This convinced the government of the necessity to seriously uti-
11ge these detachments by sending them exporienced and relisble people nho would
assune loadership and direct their activities in the required channels, By thie
tine, Stalin aigned an order creating a Central Staff of the Partisan movemens,
Uargbal Voroshilov was appointed Commandor in Chief, and Ponomarenko (loader off
the Byolorussian Commmists) was named Chief of Staff. They were placed in ohmrge
of the partisan detachuents and the schoole vhich were training new contingents
of reinforcemsnts, All detachmonts vhich had radios and maintained communics$ion
with Loscow were given new ciphors and codes, which were henceforth to be used in
orfers from the center and in reports that the partisans were to send dedly to the
staff hoadquarters regerding their work, The staff also bogan to ass: tho de-
taclments wverious operational tasks coordimated with the needs of the ts. To
ampist in the exocution of these micsions the staff eent the partisane aumwnition,
explosives, armp, men, clothing and food, Different detachments pooloed their
anergios to bullding landing strips in the f4elds for the heavily loaded "Douglasesa"
vhich brought supplies from loscow and tock back the wounded and the vardous doocu-
nents captured from the Germana,

23, Tho work of the detachments was becoming mare organised and offeotive. Thelr chief
obj‘nt:}.vu wero rallroad lines, junctione and bridges. Tho Bryonsk railroad junce
tion aicne was the acene of a concentration of 80 detachments organized into a
single partisan center, Each detachment, however, had a striotly defined "sphore
of Influende”, in which it bdlew up entirs transporta of supplies and Germen troaps.
The Germns perfocted the tochnique of rebuilding blasted 1lines, brioging the re-
pair time down to 8 or 10 houras, but they nevar succeaded in erganizing any elfeo-
tive method of fighting the diversionists. The latter were scattered ond camon-
@ flaged in the impenetrable depths of the Bryansk forosts, whenge they dispatoued
3 ot 28kt smll groups of mon W Gifforent sections of the railroad, and whemds they
.c0ovld not be driven out by any "combing” of the forest. And the larger dotachments,
such an Lynkov's, which then counted more than 250 persons, scted in squads of five,
shich wereé sent far from their bass for long poricds, and with which infrequant con-

ta?t vas meintained, mainly for the purpose of supplying them with ‘explosives.,

J4s In addition to these detachments, there appeared new groups of diversionists, or~
ganized by the commands of the various fronts on their om initimtive. These wers
elther Left bebind in tho retreat or carried across the front lines by Planes.
Uost-of the mombers of these groups were scowmts who had wdargone 8 ten<day twaline
ing.course before being sont to the rear, This course deelt with omly one sudjects
miiitary intelligence and diversion in the rear. Thus, in June 1942, in the reglen
of the Bryansk forests, on the "small land", 130x170 km. in area and bslonging te
partisans, there londed the group of ¥ajor Virshigora, who subssquently took over
comsand of Kovpek's legendaxy division. The group was sent by the Bryansk front
for purpones of reconnaissance and diversion. The Anstructicas read to them befors
they wore sant off to the onery's reer warned them to refrain from all contacte
with the population and not to rovenl themsolves, since the ares swarmed with
traitors, This group had its omn agents, who kept watch 24 hours & day at the ap~
proaches to railroad stations and reported to the front intelligence on «ll passing
transporta. Not having eufficient strength for an attack upon the station, ey
demolished all tho approaches to it, oreating & tie~up, then radiced back for plones.
Virshigorals group consisted of a company of scoute and two women radio eporatorss
in Angust, 1942, they all joined Kowpak's detechient, .. -

v ooean )t
»,

Approved F




5.

36.

39

40,

Approved For Release 28ifRfA/21 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500840043-9

?8353 25X1

-8

This sxperience was shared by othor groups dropped behind the German lines by the
Russier fronts. Only e omall porcantage made their way back to their units across
the front lines, and the rest joined various guerrilla detachwonts.

"In the adddle of tho summer of 1942 loscow decided to send o large dotechmant fer

dcta the reay - o tha right bank of the Inlepsr, vhero there was rolatively little
resistance to the Gormans and vhers many hed begun to sccopt the occupation and
cllaborats vith the eneuy.

Tho Commanders of the large detachments were called to a conference in Essco®. In
addition to the legendary Kovpak, thera came Saburov = the horo of the Bryanek
forests, Smelyutin - commander of a 650=man detactwont, Duka, Pokrovsky and others.
They were generously rowarded, showered with gifts and received by Stalin himpelf.,
He emcowraged them, thanked them for their valuable help, and them bogan to dis-
cuss now tasks, The large detachoents wore edvised to continue their work in the
same ospirit, expanding into districts further west. But Kovpak's detachwent was
ordared to mke a large-scale raid on the right boundary of the Ukrains, to cap-
turs a part of Yieotern Ukraine and reach tho Carpathians, By thds time fovpak's
dotachsent, 5000 strong, consisted of 4 subdivisions of 8 companies each, with
scout squads, miners! sections, and e quartormaster corps. The f£irst battalion
also had & sappor platoon and a radlo~junction, '

In September this large military unit startod out, and in November it meds & forced
sarch across the Dnieper. The appearunce of this division was so sudden and effeéc- ,
tive, that tho population began to talk about a break-through of the fromt by %the -
Red Arny, and some peoplo broke into panic flight. Wherever the detachgent passed,
it looted Gorman dopots and distributed tho food to the population, hanged all police
agd all Ukrainisn traitors, and did everything possible to win over the prople -~ -
suth was Stalin'e order. It also destroyed numerous communications and juncdfans.

Tho most brilliant operation wes ite smashing of the Sarne Cross (a junction of

onny railroads and highwaye connecting with Kiev, Rowvno, Raranovichi, etc.); around
the oity of Sarna itself, the detachment blew up a1l the bridges and large sections
of the roade, Small groups dotailed by the detachment put on police armbande, hroke
into villages and killed all traitors. AMlany of the Russisn mayors appointed by the
Gornane ocame of their own will, pleading their guilt and offering their serviceas

some of then vore hanged and some, thoroughly intimidated, wers left in their places.
But by this time, at the beginning of 1943, the Gormans had developed the policy of
using Ruselane for fighting 4n the rear. They assembled volunteers from the priscnes-
of-var camps for cossack dstachments to do garrison duty in the rear, There proved
to be a great number of voluntesrs (wost of them bitter enemlos of the Sovist Govern-
ment), and thoy distinguiehed themselves by unbellevable cruslty to the partisans

who dlsturhed thelr ourrent prospercus and froo existence. The voluntesrs included
niddie-rank officors who had graduated from Soviot schools, Moscow workers, cossacks,
ard many of the various nationala who had served in the Red Army and voluntarily
doserted to the German side, .

Kovpak's detachment launched a fight to tho death against these wolunteer divisions,
but the latter were too numerous and fuught so stubbornly that the partisans d1d
?:t_ succeed in deatroying them and had to circle around them in order to proceed.
saddition to open ﬂéhta, the guerrillas semt to these coseacks girl-sples sm-
14etod among the local population., Those girls lured them to drinking parties,
where thoy were caught by the partisans. The partisans also used otber tried
methode; thoy atole into the enemy's offices end headquarters, planted delaysd-~
agtion oines, and soon both the bullding and the people in it wore blown to bita.
In one inatance, they blew up a "Labor Bureau" which wes recruiting the local work-
ing popwlation for deportation to Germany end which was guarded by consack units.

In other dlatrlcta tho detachment encountorsd new Gestape tricks. On leaming of
the advent of thie pertisans, the locsl Gestapo and police officers dlsmissed all
Ruseian omployees who had bscoms known for ospeciel cruelty in dealing with the
recaloitrant population, ennouncing the diomissals as an aet aimed to benofit the
population. However, tho dismAused men, armed by the police; organized gangs and
bogan to heng and wassacre all who fell into their hands. Uhen the population be-
gén to complain against these atrocities, the Gorman authordties said that they
would gladly help, but they had no troops for the purpose. If the population,
thoy added, would take up ams ugainst thete various bandits and partisans, tiea
there might be somo peace in their district. And the population took up nrma and
opened & war on tho partisens and the bandits., Kovpak's detachment lost many - .
people in these bettles until he succeeded in convineing tho populatdon of the :
(4fZerence botwsen his men and the bandits, froreT T e
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4l. CGeaerally, tho detaclment encowntored a great number of surprices, traps and pro~
voocations on the pert of the Gostapo. But dospite thees, the rald wam successful.
The partisans blew vp many bridges, destroyed many comunication Junstions, killed
hundrode of Germans, and distupted numerous telephone end telegraph lines. They
alte obtained puch valuable information which was izmediately tranmmitted, over
the radiv or through 1iaisop planes, te Boscow and the warious fromt-line staff
hesdtunrters, Thua, Xowpak's partisens dowmed tho plane which earried all tie
operational resumcs and the plans of the headquarters of Kielst's army. These
doqurents were solayed to loscow, which found them very valuable and generously
remyded the partisans for thie feat, ’ '

A2, Kovpakts raid was importent in other respests as well.. In alwost all the distriocts
passod by the detachnont there sprang up new partisan units which began to fight
the Gexrmans, The mnid also restorsd faith in the return of the Soviet Governmeut,

43, The detachacat subsequontly procseded to the Vestern Ukraine and Foland, reaching
ap far as Narsaw. It vas reconstituted into a large military'divieion, equipped
with artillery end soveral tanks, and maintaining a permansnt contact with Uoscow,
whioh continually supplied it with ammmition, In addition to ammunition ond sup~
plico, Kovpak'e arny was given a special representative from the Central Comaitbes
of tho Party, Syromolotov, whose position was equivalent to that of a member of
the ¥ilstary Soviet of the Front - the highestsranking party cormissar.

Coh . .
4he Thé: otlfer detachmonts, mast of which remained in thoir pative districts, also ex-

- ponded every yoor. Thelr functions multiplied es their membership grew, and some-
tinen they took part in reguler front operationg; thoy prepared air fields for the
landdng of large divisions of the Red Army,blockaded nhole districte, and gave
dirqat sid to the fronts. The amaller detachments tontinusd thelr work of divdrsioen,
blewing up trains, and so forth, '

AS. Tho war hias ylelded a vast store of experience.with regard to waricua forms of pare
tisan efruggle, mothods of organising pertisan units, and systems of preperatien
and ¢raining., Thin experience was carefully and constantly studled by tha Soviet
. Coomand, and the question of pessfdle utilisation of partisen warfare in a future
var wAll be decided » hap probably been decided already - on the basis of this study.
The principal question hero is the relative valus of the two basic types of par-
tiean orgsnisation and the possidle uee of both or the prefarence of one over the
other. One.of these types is the partisan unit which aprang up more or less
spontanecusly am an exprassion of popular renistance and was later gradually brought
. upder the direction of the Red Army Comwand, The other type is roprasented by the
.detaghments vhich wore thoroughly trained beforehand end which operated from She
ﬁ vory, firet under inotructions fiom the cemter. The problem involves mot only the
roiative uoelfulnoss of theso typon of partisen detachments, bub eivo the aceompeny-
ing oconditlons and results of thelr activity, In ¢his respect, the partisan wmite
of the former type have not proven desirable in overy respect, for they created
much {ﬁ.::ﬁ.on and even dinorders, particulecly during the winding-up of thoir
opara . *

.-

: . ) : ' .

46, To'tho partishae themselven tho end of the war and genorally the ead of their sc-
t1v2tien brought many dissppointments and aroused tuch discontent, As soon ds the
Red Army entored a new district, where the partigans had hitherto been aotive, the
latter ware immedlately required o surrsnder their arms and either entsr the regu~
lar arsy or go to work ik the kolkhozes, But more tham 3 years of 1ife in tha
forests, vhere they bhad besm entirely on their cwm and done precticxlly whatever
they ploased, brad in the partisans & certain independence and unruliness.. The
Soviet Government, which had alvayas fought these qualitles, began to combat thea
in the partisans an well. ) : ‘

A7. Thus, 3n the opring of 1944, after the liberation of -the Leningrad region, all par-
t1dans who operated in the area behind tho emomy Mines were called to a conforsice
in Leningrad. The resulting spectacle was rather curious and.quite unpleasant both
to the goveroment and the population. The city. was invaded by armod tramps who had

. aoquired a tasts for looting, murder, and all corts of lawlewsness, They wern
Grozmed in the motley. uniforns and costumes of amssorted Ruropear and Soviet armies,
Having liatoned to0 the high-flown speachos of the ragionsl lzaders, they asked what-

. romrds they would receive for tholr deods ond how they would now 1ive, They wers
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told that it wes still nscessary to findsh off the enexmy on his own territory and
then bagin to rebuild their homeland,

48. HReither answer was very satiafactory to the partisans, Emerging into the street,
thoy broke into the newly opencd commereisl stores in which the bost Wares were
gathered and began to loot., First of all thoy made for the alcoholie drinks. '
After a day of drinking, they turned in the evening to robbing the civilian popu~
lation, They held up passors-by and touk their comts and mtohes, raped wones,
tranaforned  smell reataurants into places of riotous orgy. For two days the entire
city was in a state of total chaos. The residents were afraid to set foot in the
stroets, the police hid 4n the berracks, the stores that escaped looting remnined
closed. It wae mot until the morning of the third day that an NKVD division,
called up from its garrison, managed to curb the partisons and drive them out of

the city after carefully disarming them. The ringleaders paid for the riat tiih
their 11'0'. :

49« Even greator and longer-lasting enarchy ‘was created by the partisans in the Ukraine,
Learning what the returned government intended to do with them, they preferred to
remaln in the forests and continue their lawless existence, Up to the end of 1945,
tho foreats of the Ukraine swarmsd with partlsans, and tho NKVD was forced to carry
on almoat the same struggle againat them as had been vaged by the Germans,

50. After this experience, it 4s hardly likely that in a future war Moscow would agein
be willing to set up an extensive network of partisan detachments out of the local
BE . population, But there is no doudt that' oven in peace-time the governmont will exe
“.pand its syatem of partisan schools for the youth of the urban centers and increase
o the number of apseially trained Giversioninta, who remsined throughout fully sudb-
ordinate to thelr leaders and showed irreproachable discipline,
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